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Why Alkmaar

Welcome to Alkmaar!

A rich history

We would like to welcome you to our Beautiful city. Alkmaar is

In 925, Alkmaar was just a farming village, in 1254 Alkmaar

bustling, all year round. We are also delighted to show our beautiful

received city rights from Count Willem II of Holland. After this, the

city to so many visitors from all around the world. Alkmaar is the

population of Alkmaar flourished. Many of the beautiful historic

cultural-historic city between the greenery and the coastline.

façades that you encounter in the city centre are remnants from the

Around Alkmaar you will find bulb fields, windmills, polders, historic

time when Alkmaar, in the Golden Age, was a busy trading place.

cities, romantic villages near the sea and the beaches.
Alkmaar has more than 400 monuments, of which the 17th
Be prepared to be surprised by the enormous number of shops,

century Waaggebouw (1603), the City Hall in the Langestraat

restaurants, museums and events, in an awesome historic setting.

(1520) and the Grote Sint Laurens Church with its famous organs

Regardless of whether you are coming to visit the Cheese market,

(1518) are the most famous. In the city centre, you will also find

to shop, walk, cycle or sail: the opportunities in and around Alkmaar

multiple hidden courtyards like Wildemanshofje and the Hof van

are infinite. And all of this within a short distance from Amsterdam,

Sonoy, where it seems as if time stood still.

Zaanse Schans and de Keukenhof.
Did you know that the inventor of the first submarine came from
Alkmaar? Or that the Dutch polders started in Alkmaar? There is a
lot to see and discover in Alkmaar.
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Oldest Cheese market in the world
All over the country, Alkmaar is known as the best Dutch Cheese
city. Historic documents show that Alkmaar already had a cheese
weighing scale in 1365. As such, the city also has the oldest
cheese market in the Netherlands.
On 17 June 1593, the cheese carriers’ guild was formed. For more
than 425 years the cheese carriers have been doing their work in
the traditional manner at the Waagplein. In 2017, the Alkmaar
cheese carriers' guild was officially given the status of Dutch
intangible cultural heritage.
On Fridays in the cheese market season, people from all over the
world come to Alkmaar to enjoy this colourful spectacle. By the way,

2023 will be a special year, when we celebrate 450 years of

do not forget to visit the bronze statue of “The Kissing Cheese Girl”

Alkmaar Ontzet. This will be celebrated extensively in 2022 and

behind the Waaggebouw. Because as the saying goes: “Anyone who

2023 during various events.

has not kissed ‘The Cheese Girl’ has not been to Alkmaar”.
City between the polder and the coast
Apart from a rich history, the Alkmaar municipality also have an
excellent cultural heritage and a variety of natural beauty. It is almost
a “Mini Holland” (Holland in het klein). Nowhere in the Netherlands
will you find so many 'Dutch aspects' in such a small area: the bulb
fields and the windmills in the polder and a cultural-historical city
centre with beautiful façades, hidden courtyards and canals. And
less than 10 kilometres away, you will also find the North Sea beach,
which can be reached by bicycle or using public transport.
Events
Alkmaar has a bustling city centre all year round where all kinds of
events are organised for both residents and visitors. Think of the
famous Kaeskoppenstad, where part of the city centre is
transformed back to the eventful Middle Ages. Or the International
Street theatre where spectacular acts performed on street. We will
Alkmaar the Victory

of course usher in the autumn with Alkmaar Ontzet and we will end

8 October 1573 is an important date in Alkmaar’s history. This is

the year with the Warm Winter Months.

the day when the brave Alkmaar citizens defeated the Spanish
army at the siege of Alkmaar during the 80-year war. The wellknown “House with the bullet” (in Dutch: Huis met de kogel) in the
Appelsteeg still reminds us of that fierce battle.
The victory was the beginning of the Dutch liberation of Spain and
with it of the Dutch republic and its golden age. Every year the
victory is celebrated in Alkmaar on 8 October, which is known as
"Alkmaar Ontzet".
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At the cheese market
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07:00 - Put cheese out
Trucks full of cheeses arrive at Waagplein. Under the
watchful eye of the market master, the "setters" put out no
less than 30,000 kilos of Gouda and Edam cheese in long
rows on the still quiet Waagplein
09:00 - Cheese grading
In the meanwhile 2,400 cheeses have been put out at the
Waagplein, more than 30,000 kilos. Judges assess the
quality of the cheeses by tapping, touching and tasting them.
They also look at the number of holes in the cheese: it must
be evenly spread all over the cheese.
VIP at the Cheese market
Offer your group an exclusive
cheese market experience with
a tour of the cheese market.
Visit the cheese market with a
guide, visit the Waaggebouw
and the Cheese Carriers’ room
(Kaasdragerskamer), which is
not normally accessible to the
public. Book this exclusive tour

From 10:00 Weighing the cheese
As soon as someone sold cheese, the cheese carriers carry
the cheese on a barrow (berrie) to the Waag. Here, the
cheese is weighed by the so-called “tasman” (bag man).
Where does the name tasman come from? It is derived from
the bag that he carries around the waist to keep the money
collected, safe. The weighing master makes sure that the
buyer is charged the correct weight.
From 10:00 - Carrying the cheese out
Did someone weigh and sell cheese? Then the cheese
carriers carry the cheese across the market to the buyer’s
trucks. They carry the cheese is pairs on a barrow. The
barrow takes more than 100 kilos of cheese! It is quite an art
to balance the cheese barrow while walking with it. The
Cheese carriers must walk with a special rhythm, also called
the “kaasdragersdribbel” (cheese carrier’s dribble).
12:30 - Cheese loaders
The “ingooiers” (loaders) load the last cheeses in cars and
take it to the trucks in Marktstraat. The cheese disappears
from the Waag-plein, and it will be replaced by cosy terraces.
Maybe you feel like a cheese sandwich?

via groepen@vvvweb.nl.
CHILDREN'S CHEESE

09:30 – Cheese carriers arrive
The cheese carriers arrive at the Waaggebouw. Anyone who
is late must pay a fine, which partially goes to a school in
Alkmaar, in Suriname.
09.45 - Cheese father’s meeting
The head of the cheese carriers, the “cheese father” holds his
meeting in the Waaggebouw. Are all cheese carriers present?
Are there special events at today’s market? Which cheese
carriers are going to work on which part of the Cheese
market?
10.00 - The cheese market bell
The cheese market bell rings at exactly 10:00. The honour of
ringing the bell mostly goes to a well-known Dutchman or
someone in the Alkmaar community. After the bell sounded,
the major negotiations about the price of cheese can start.

MARKETS
Every Friday during the summer
holiday, special cheese markets
for children are held. The
children’s cheese markets are
for children between 6 and
12 years old. The guild takes
the children to the part that is
normally not open to the public.
The best part of this "children's
cheese market" is that the
children are allowed to use the
cheese scales themselves.
They also receive a weighing
certificate from the cheese
carriers afterwards. Tickets are
available from the VVV.

7

In Alkmaar

Canals
The Alkmaar’s canals look like they jumped out of a painting. It is best
to enjoy all this beauty from a tour boat: Sit back and keep your
camera ready. Alkmaar is known for its low bridges; so remember to
bend over! Every hour, a touring boat departs from the Mient. You can
also rent your own boat from various spots in and around Alkmaar.

Cheese market
During the cheese market season, a cheese market is held every
Friday morning from 10:00 to 13:00 and on alternate Tuesday
evenings from 19:00 to 21:00. Here you will take the best photos of
cheese, cheese girls and cheese carriers. Do not forget to kiss the
statue of the cheese girl.
Stedelijk Museum Alkmaar
Alkmaar City Museum (Stedelijk museum Alkmaar) is one of the
oldest museums in the Netherlands, where you can learn everything
about the art and the history of Alkmaar and surroundings. You will
find permanent exhibitions such as the Gouden Eeuw (Golden
century), Victorie! (Victory) and “Portret van Alkmaar” (Portrait of
Alkmaar). The museum also has a surprising collection of the
beautiful “Bergense School”. In addition to this, they also have

Courtyards
If you are in Alkmaar, you should definitely not skip the courtyards.
Discover the hidden courtyards, such as the hofje van Splinter (has
been around for 375 years), the court of Sonoy or the
Wildemanshofje. It is as if time stood still here.
Cheese museum
The Dutch Cheese museum is situated in the monumental
Waaggebouw in the heart of Alkmaar cheese city. The museum
shows the preparation of dairy products over the centuries, trade and
rural life. The collection consists of, among others, historic utensils,
film and visual material and paintings.
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temporary exhibitions all year long.

Shopping
A few years ago, Alkmaar was the number 1 shopping city in the
Netherlands (according to Zoover review website). In the Langestraat
and the Laat, you will find branches of all well-known chain stores. For
the small, unique shops, you have to go to d'Oude Stad and other
small shopping streets (with green gables)..

Grote Kerk
The medieval town church is the largest church above the North Sea
Canal and the largest and most visited monument in Alkmaar. The
church may be entered free of charge during the summer and many
weekends during the year. Thousands of people visit the church
every year because of the two historic organs, the sixteenth century
choir screen and the grand vault paintings. Events also regularly take
place here.

Walking and cycling routes
A good way to discover Alkmaar and surrounds is by walking or
cycling. Cycling tours, bicycles and guides for groups can be booked
via Globus Tours. If you want to go out on your own, you can go to
VVV Alkmaar for various walking and cycling routes and other tips.
There you can also book a guided city walk.
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Around Alkmaar

Picturesque villages such as De Rijp, Graft and Grootschermer are all
part of Alkmaar. Here you will find cosy restaurants with terraces
surrounded by nature. De Rijp also has some of the most interesting
museums. The "Land van Leeghwater", where many Alkmaar's
villages are located, consists of, among others, the Schermer and the
Eilandspolder. There are also endless possibilities for walks, cycling
trips and boat trips. And less than 10 kilometres away, you will also
find the North Sea beach with pleasant swim spots.
De Rijp
10 kilometres from Alkmaar, you will find De Rijp. Façades, canals,
shops, and restaurants. Your camera will work overtime. There is
definitely a reason why De Rijp was chosen as one of the most
beautiful villages in the Netherlands. Go for a tour or visit Museum In
't Houten Huis, where the history of the whalers comes to life. De
Rijp is also the birthplace of the well-known historical figure Jan
Janszoon Weltevree, the first foreigner in Korea.
Graft
Just like De Rijp, the village of Graft has a small, photogenic town
hall. Opposite the building you will find the smallest shop in the
Netherlands, Bram & Aagie, which sells delicious sweets from
yesteryear.

10

Eilandspolder
Rent a whisper boat or canoe in De Rijp or Driehuizen and discover the
beautiful De Eilandspolder nature reserve. From here, the city of Alkmaar
does not seem to be only 10 km away, but rather 100 km. In De Rijp,
group tours are also organised through the beautiful Eilandspolder.
De Schermer
De Schermer polder is Holland at its best. In April, the bulb fields
in De Schermer are in bloom and the blades of the windmills are
turning everywhere. The "smallest House" in the Schermerhorn and
the Council House in Grootschermer can be viewed from the
inside. Do you want to visit a windmill? You can do this at the
Windmill Museum in Schermerhorn. At the mill you can see
how the technical gadgets from the Golden Age worked
and how a miller's family used to live. The Windmill
museum is easy to reach via touring car and there
is ample parking available.

Coast
Alkmaar is less 10 kilometres away from the North Sea beach. Here
you will find small coastal villages, such as artistic Bergen, Bergen
aan Zee and Egmond aan Zee. These places are easily accessible via
bicycle or public transport. In the area between the coast and Alkmaar,
you will find endless recreational opportunities in the dunes, forests
and beaches.
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Shopping

Shopping in historic surrounding, 7 days a week

Next to the main roads, you will find a variety of chain stores. The

Alkmaar has been one of the top 10 shopping cities in the

centre of Alkmaar also offers many pleasant streets, also called the

Netherlands for years. The cosy and historic city centre is perfect

“Oude Stad” and the “Prachtstraatjes”. Here you will particularly find

for a day of shopping. Most of the shops in Alkmaar’s city centre

small, unique boutiques and original shops. Nice addresses: Butik9,

are open seven days a week and all shops are within walking

Soulstore Hand-picked, The Urbanista Shop, Charlie & Sons, Mi Vida,

distance from each other.

WAAR, Lou & Blue, TwentyoneWood.
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Wining & Dining

Wining & Dining
During your visit to the city or after an endless day of shopping, there
are plenty of options for a stopover. In the city centre, you will find
many bars, cafes and restaurants, something for every taste! Nice
coffee shops are, among others, Anne & Max, De Koffiemolen, ECHT
and Roast Espressobar. For a lovely lunch, you can go to Sencha,
Living Roots, Soepp or Stadsstrand de Kade. You can find these
hotspots at the Waagplein, at the picturesque Platte Stenenbrug and
at the Kerkplein (Church square).
Find more information on restaurants for groups further on.

13

Events & exhibitions

Kaeskoppenstad
By making grateful use of the rich historical décor of façades, bridges
and canals, Kaeskoppenstad will transform the Alkmaar city centre in
June to the time just after the Alkmaars Onzet of 1573. More than 750
actors and figures will help you to re-experience the 16th century.
Although a visit to Alkmaar is fun every year, every year offers

International Street theatre

something special. Below you will find the tips of things not to be

In September, you will experience it all on the streets of Alkmaar! The

missed. Take note: everything is under reservation of the Corona

International Street festival comes to Alkmaar in the autumn with all

measures applicable at that time. The up-to-date list of events,

kinds of spectacular acts.

festivals and exhibitions can be found at www.visitalkmaar.com.
Warm Winter Months
Ode aan het Landschap

Stay indoors during the winter months? Definitely not! Alkmaar is

In 2021 and 2022 we will celebrate the beauty of the landscape in

bustling, even during the winter. During the dark days, all kinds of

North Holland with the theme Ode aan het Landschap. Come to

awesome events are organised that you have to experience! So, get

Noord-Holland, where we live with water and always deal with the

up from the sofa and enjoy!

landscape in an inventive way. Discover the polders at the Land van
Leeghwater along a beautiful cycling route or walking route. There
are also various windmill packages. Visit our website for the full
program.
City of events
Alkmaar is truly a city of events. Almost every weekend you can go to
a pop music, dance, art, film, literature, theatre, or sports event. Many
events are free too! This includes the annually recurring events such
as King's Day, the Alkmaar City Run by night, Karavaan Festival, the
Wandel4Daagse, Zomer op het Plein, Shopping Night and the Blues
Weekend. Visit www.visitalkmaar.com to view the events.
Alkmaar Cheese market
The Cheese market is held on Fridays, from the end of March until
the end of September, from 10:00 to 13:00. In July and August, the
evening cheese markets are also held on Tuesday evenings at the
Waagplein. For an explanation and more information and dates,
go to www.visitalkmaar.com or contact Alkmaar Marketing.
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Alkmaar Ontzet
The Victory started at Alkmaar and that is still celebrated every year
around 8 October. In the week before 8 October, various festivals,
street theatre acts and other activities are organised.
In 2023 it will be 450 years ago that Alkmaar defeated the
Spaniards. This special anniversary year will be extensively
celebrated with various events in 2022 and 2023.
De Rijp Mid-winter festival
Once every two years, the Midwinter Festival takes place in the
picturesque and monumental centre of De Rijp, which is transformed
into a beautiful Christmas atmosphere for the occasion. The entire

Forecast for 2022

village looks like a 1900 village thanks to all the decorations and

We expect that the Cheese market season will return in 2022.

atmosphere, and the residents also wear traditional clothing.

Annual events such as Kaeskoppenstad and Alkmaar Ontzet

Come see, taste, and experience it!

should also return, along with other events such as the food truck
festivals, street theatre and classical concerts on the canals.
Interested? Contact us.
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Group activities

Alkmaar is the perfect city for a group visit. We would gladly make
some suggestions to you. If you are looking for something special,
please feel free to contact us.

Boat trips
City walk

Sit back and enjoy all the beauty that Alkmaar has to offer from a

The perfect way to discover the city is by taking a walk through the

canal cruise boat. Alkmaar is known for its low bridges, so mind

city, either on your own with an information booklet, or accompanied

your head! The canal cruise boats operate from April to October.

by a guide. The guide takes the group on a tour and tells the most
beautiful stories and fun anecdotes, in various languages.

From De Rijp and Graft you can take a boat trip through the
beautiful Eilandspolder nature reserve. Sail between the cows,

Cycling tours

meadow birds and windmills.

Imagine, cycling from Alkmaar to the tulip fields, along windmills or
to the ocean. Alkmaar is the starting point for discovering the region
by bicycle. Bicycles can be rented at various places in the region.
Book your guided group cycling tour via VVV Alkmaar.

Rent a boat or a stand-up paddle board
When the weather is nice, you can also explore Alkmaar with your
own boat or stand-up (sup) paddle board. Boats and sup boards can
be rented at various places. Do not forget to ring the ice bell at the
Mient Ice cream parlour to order a delicious ice cream. Do you prefer
sailing from the Eilandspolder? There you can also rent whisper
boats and sup boards to discover the green environment.
16

Specials
You can easily book your full day out for your group via Globus
Tours. They offer various programs in Alkmaar, such as cheese , fish
and wine tastings and of course guided tours of the cheese market.
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Museums in Alkmaar and surrounds

Alkmaar offers a wide variety of cultural activities. Below you will find
a summary of some of the museums in and around Alkmaar.

De Boom Beer museum
This unique museum is located in the historic building of the former De
Boom brewery. De Boom tells you about the tools, equipment and
machines used to brew “het gouden nat” (the golden wetness) over the
past two hundred years. The museum was renovated in early 2022.
Houttil 1, Alkmaar
+31 72 511 38 01
info@biermuseum.nl
www.biermuseum.nl/en
Alkmaar Stedelijk Museum (City Museum)
At Stedelijk Museum Alkmaar, one of the oldest city museums in the
Netherlands, you will learn more about the rich history of Alkmaar.
The Gouden Eeuw, Victorie! and Portret van Alkmaar highlight the
glorious urban history. Further, the museum offers a surprising
presentation of its beautiful collection Bergense School.
Canadaplein 1, Alkmaar
+31 72 548 9789
info@museumalkmaar.nl
www.stedelijkmuseumalkmaar.nl/en
National Cheese Museum
The collection consists of historical objects, paintings about cheese
preparation, trade & rural life, treasure hunt for children, games, films
and interactive presentations.
Waagplein 2, Alkmaar
+31 72 515 55 16
info@kaasmuseum.nl
www.kaasmuseum.nl/en
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Museummolen (Mill Museum)
The Museummolen is one of the remaining mills, and you can view
it from top to bottom. You can see how the mills work and how
people used to live in the mills.
Noordervaart 2, Schermerhorn (Alkmaar)
+31 72 303 0246
info@museummolen.nl
www.museummolen.nl/en

Beatles Museum
You don’t have to go to Liverpool to visit a Beatles museum.
The Beatles museum in Alkmaar is even bigger than its little brother
in England.
Pettemerstraat 12a, Alkmaar
+31 6 3830 5895
www.beatlesmuseum.nl
Grote Sint Laurens Kerk
Apart from the public functions, the church is a museum and open to

Museum In 't Houten Huis

the public. Inside the church you will find an exhibition that tells you

This is a historic museum that highlights the history of De Rijp and

more about its history and architecture. There are also temporary

the Schermereiland. The museum is situated in a former orphanage.

exhibitions annually. And every year there are multiple events and

Important themes in the collection are shipping (especially whaling

exhibitions in and about the church.

and herring fishing), Jan Adriaanszoon Leeghwater and the daily life
of the villagers.

Koorstraat 2, Alkmaar
+31 72 548 9999

Tuingracht 13, De Rijp (Alkmaar)

www.grotekerk-alkmaar.nl

+31 299 671 286
www.houtenhuis.nl/english
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Nic Jonk museum and sculpture garden

BroekerVeiling Museum

In Grootschermer you will find the Nic Jonk museum and sculpture

In Broek op Langedijk, you will find the oldest auction house in the

garden. It concerns the life and work of painter and sculptor Nic

world. This was where bidding at an auction started in 1887. Special

Jonk. Enjoy the sculpture garden in this Dutch landscape.

remark: this manner of bidding is currently still used at all major
auctions. Dive into history and experience what a vegetable auction

Haviksdijkje 5, Grootschermer (Alkmaar)

was like more than a century ago at the BroekerVeiling indoor and

+31 299 671 560

outdoor museum.

www.nicjonk.nl/en
Museumweg 2, Broek op Langedijk
+31 226 313 807
www.broekerveiling.nl/en

Museum Kranenburgh
In Bergen you will find the Kranenburgh Museum, where you will be
treated to paintings created at the famous Bergense School, but also
of modern and contemporary art. There is also a fairy-tale sculpture
garden with a terrace and many activities.
Hoflaan 26, Bergen
+31 72 589 8927
www.kranenburgh.nl/english
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Restaurants for groups

Restaurant Abby’s

De Eendracht in 't IJkgebouw

Under the wings of the well-known Molen van Piet, you will find the à la

At the edge of the centre of Alkmaar you will find the ’t IJkgebouw: a

carte Restaurant Abby's. Enjoy beautiful dishes and carefully selected

historic property dating back to 1887, which now houses a restaurant

wines here.

with a traditional, unique cuisine. In a contemporary setting with vintage
and industrial details and a botanical and homely atmosphere.

Ritsevoort 60, Alkmaar
+3172 511 1111

Alckmariapad 2, Alkmaar

info@restaurantabbys.nl

+3172 582 6036

www.restaurantabbys.nl

info@deeendracht-alkmaar.nl
www.deeendracht-alkmaar.nl

Restaurant Turfmarkt

Heeren van Sonoy

A cup of coffee with a newspaper, a nice lunch with friends or a bite

The Heeren van Sonoy is located in a former monastery in the

to eat before entering the city? With a terrace located on the water

centre of Alkmaar, at the Hof van Sonoy. The Hof van Sonoy is one

and within walking distance of the centre, Turfmarkt is a wonderful

of the famous so-called “Alkmaar courtyards”. The lovely inner-city

place to start or end the day!

garden is surrounded by the lovely property with the characteristic
tower.

Turfmarkt 11 - 23, Alkmaar
+3172 531 4000

Hof van Sonoy 1, Alkmaar

info@turfmarkt-alkmaar.nl

+31 72 512 1222

www.turfmarkt-alkmaar.nl

info@heerenvansonoy.nl
www.heerenvansonoy.nl
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Hotels

A day in Alkmaar is nice, but a weekend in Alkmaar is even better! In
Alkmaar you will find hotels, Bed & Breakfast and other
accommodation in different price categories. Ideal for your city trip!

Golden Tulip Hotel – Alkmaar **** | 76 rooms
The hotel is located on the outskirts of Alkmaar, less than 10
Amrâth Hotel – Alkmaar **** | 90 rooms

kilometres from the coast. Golden Tulip Hotel Alkmaar offers 77

Amrâth Hotel Alkmaar is a 4-star hotel situated on the edge of

comfortable rooms. There is a choice of different room types, where

Alkmaar’s centre, within walking distance to the Central Station. The

hospitality is central: from a business single room to a romantic

rooms are classically and stylishly furnished. The hotel has 90

Junior Suite. Parking is easy and free, right in front of the door. Next

luxury rooms and a cosy hotel bar.

to your hotel, you can go for a luxury dinner at Kokusai Japanese
Sushi & Grill Restaurant.

Geestersingel 15, Alkmaar
+31 72 518 6186

Arcadialaan 6, Alkmaar

info@amrathalkmaar.nl

+31 72 5401414

www.amrathhotelalkmaar.nl/en

info@hotelalkmaar.nl
www.hotelalkmaar.nl/en

College Hotel – Alkmaar *** | 22 rooms
The College hotel is situated in the city centre, but is also peacefully
situated next to a park. It is situated in a former school building. The

Hotel Stad & Land – Alkmaar *** | 23 rooms

building was built in 1927 according to the “Amsterdam School”

Hotel Stad & Land is situated across the road from Alkmaar station.

style. The building may remind you of your school years, but it has

The homely atmosphere is immediately clear upon arrival. All 23

all comforts that you may expect from a modern hotel. The hotel has

rooms were renovated and are situated in five connected historic

22 rooms and a cosy bar/bistro.

buildings, each with its own entrance.

Achter de Vest 3, Alkmaar

Stationsweg 92-94, Alkmaar

+31 72 51 11 150

+31 72 512 39 11

info@collegehotelalkmaar.nl

info@stadenland.com

www.collegehotelalkmaar.nl/en

www.stadenlandhotelalkmaar.nl/en
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Alkmaar Family hotel | 14 rooms

King's Inn City Hostel and Hotel***| 25 rooms

In the middle of the historic centre of Alkmaar, you will find Alkmaar

Sleep like a king in one of the rooms of King's Inn City Hostel in the

Family hotel. There are apartments for 4-6 persons and 1, 2 and 3

heart of Alkmaar. The hostel on Koningsstraat has 140 beds in

person rooms. There is a large kitchen that is accessible to everyone.

shared rooms and private rooms. The Kings Inn boutique hotel on

Ideal for group trips.

Pieterstraat has 16 attractive rooms. King's Inn is 'the place to be' for
backpackers, families, groups, schools and businessmen.

Payglop 17-19, Alkmaar
+31 6 23 68 03 13

Koningsstraat 6, Alkmaar

info@familiehotelalkmaar.nl

+ 31 72 511 01 12

www.familiehotelalkmaar.nl

info@kings-inn.com
www.kings-inn.com/en

Grand Hotel Alkmaar **** | 42 rooms
The Fallon**** | 102 rooms

This 4-star hotel with 42 rooms is situated in a historic building in the

The Fallon is the perfect choice for luxury accommodation in a

centre of Alkmaar and offers stylishly decorated rooms. The Grand

modern boutique hotel. The design hotel is situated in the former

Hotel Alkmaar offers luxury accommodation in an authentic building,

Schutterswei prison building, with 102 comfortable rooms.

where lots of authentic details were preserved.

Prins Bernhardlaan 16, Alkmaar

Gedempte Nieuwesloot 36, Alkmaar

+3172 762 0752

+31 72 576 09 70

receptie.thefallon@sheetz.nl

info@grandhotelalkmaar.nl

www.sheetz.nl/thefallonalkmaar

www.grandhotelalkmaar.nl/en
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Hotels

Hotel Zuiderduin – Egmond aan Zee **** | 550 rooms

Hotel De Rijper Eilanden **** | 155 rooms

Hotel Zuiderduin is located in Egmond aan Zee, 100 metres from the

This hotel is located on the edge of the beautiful village of De Rijp,

beach and the lively centre with many restaurants and terraces. The

which is part of the Alkmaar municipality. The De Rijp historic

hotel has various facilities, including a spa with a swimming pool,

museum is also within walking distance from the hotel. Discover the

bowling, restaurant, and bicycle rental.

history of this beautiful village and imagine what it was like here in
the 17th century. There are various restaurants in the village. The

Zeeweg 52, Egmond aan Zee

hotel has 155 rooms and is also suitable for persons with disabilities

+31 72 750 2000

and groups.

info@zuiderduin.nl
www.zuiderduin.nl/en

Zuiddijk 2A, De Rijp
+31 299 675 656
info@derijpereilanden.nl
www.derijpereilanden.nl
For more offers and inspiration, go to www.visitalkmaar.com.
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Discover Holland

When creating your program
It is good to know the cheese market and Alkmaar are true Dutch
icons. Surrounded by major Dutch icons and therefore easy to
combine in your programs. The Netherlands are a small country,
have a look at the map and see how easy combinations are made.

Leeuwarden 111 km
Texel 54 km
Giethoorn 149 km
ALKMAAR

Enkhuizen 46 km
Hoorn 28 km

Zaanse Schans
25 km Volendam
Keukenhof
54 km

Lelystad 74 km

Schiphol 43 km
Amsterdam 43 km

Den Haag 83 km
Delft 89 km

Utrecht 84 km
Arnhem 133 km

Rotterdam 97 km

Eindhoven 166 km

Maastricht 252 km

25

Good to know

Rivier cruises
On a sailing holiday in Noord-Holland? In the centre of Alkmaar you
will find several small marinas. The bridges in Alkmaar have different
height restrictions, some have bridge control. Always consult the
Alkmaar port service: +31 72 520 0014.
In the northern part of the Alkmaar town centre you can enjoy
recreational yachts, but there is also room for motor charters, river
cruises and professional shipping to moor.
More information: www.visitalkmaar.com/harbours
During the Cheese Market
Bus drivers can drop off their guests at the Molenbuurt. It’s about a
ten minute walk to the Cheese Market from the Molenbuurt. After
disembarking on Friday, groups can use the toilet groups of Theater
de Vest, next to the exit point. With the instructions of the traffic
controllers, the bus drivers can park their bus at the cycling track on
Terborchlaan. Here they can use the facilities of the McDonald's. The
bus parking lot is located 3 kilometers from the cheese market.
Bak Reizen
Do you need a coach company with local knowledge and
international experience. Local touringcar company Bak Reizen is
your partner for Alkmaar and Holland.
Edisonweg 9, Alkmaar
+3172 511 10 44
www.bakreizen.nl
info@bakreizen.nl

Photo: Sjoerd Veltman
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Our Services

Alkmaar Marketing

VVV Alkmaar

Alkmaar Marketing is proud to serve you with excellent, tailor-made

At VVV Alkmaar, located in the Weighing House (Waagtoren) on

and free of charge advise. As your expert for Alkmaar and region, we

Waagplein, visitors can find all the information they need about

can provide you with an extensive range of products and services,

Alkmaar and its surroundings. They are open 7 days a week. Visitors

including:

can also book various group packages via VVV Alkmaar at

- General tourist and group advise

www.opstapmeteengroep.nl. VVV Alkmaar is also the starting point

- Sample (group) programmes

for a group visit to the Cheese Market.

- Set up fam trips
- Promotion materials, texts and videos for your own communication

VVV Alkmaar

- Royalty free images

Waagplein 2

- Press & Media

1811 JP Alkmaar
+3172 511 4284

Please contact us for any of the above services and/or other questions:

www.vvvalkmaar.nl

Alkmaar Marketing
+31 72 512 10 70
info@alkmaarmarketing.nl
www.visitalkmaar.com
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Entrance fees to museums

Stedelijk Museum Alkmaar
Adults: €12,00
Children under 19: Admission free

Canal Tour Alkmaar
Adults: €8,00
Children 2-10 years old: €6,00

Cheese Market
Guided tour Cheese Market and Cheese Museum
Guided tour Cheese Market and city walk
Guided tour Cheese Market, Cheese Museum and city tour
Cheese Museum

A visit to the Cheese Museum can be expanded with a cheese

Adults: €5,00

tasting

Children 4-12 years old: €2,00

Max. 18 persons per guide.

Children under 4: Admission free
Museum Broekerveiling
Beer Museum

Adults: €17,75

Adults: €5,00

Children 4-6 years old: €9,50

Children 7-12 years old: €2,50

Children under 4: Admission free

Children under 7: Admission free

Groups: €20,00

Guided tour 5-8 persons: €32,50 excl. admission fee
Guided tour + tasting max. 10 persons: €22,00 incl. admission fee

Museum In ‘t Houten Huis
Adults: €4,50

Beatlesmuseum

Children 4-16 years old: €2,00

Per person: €7,50

Groups max. 10 persons: €3,50
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Kranenburgh Museum
Adults: €12,50
Children under 17: Admission free
Guided tour max. 4 persons: €50,00 excl. admission fee
Guided outdoor tour max. 4 persons: €50,00 excl. admission fee

Huis van Hilde
Adults: €7,50
Children 5-7 years old: €4,00
Guided tour max. 25 persons: €25,00 excl. admission fee

Museum Jan Boon

Poldermuseum

Admission free

Adults: €4,00

Jan Boon walk: free of charge

Children 13-17 years old: €1,50
Groups max. 10 persons: €2,00 per person

De Museum Mill

Guided tour max. 20 persons: €20,00

Adults: €4,50
Children 4-12 years old: €3,00

Museum van Egmond

Groups from 15 persons: €3,50

Adults: €4,00
Children under 13: €2,00

Museumgemaal Wilhelmina

Guided tour max. 15 persons: €30,00 incl. admission fee

Admission free
Magic Lantern Museum
Nic Jonk Museum and Sculpture Garden

Per person: €4,00

Per person: €7,50
Guided tour through museum, studio and sculpture garden per

Bunkermuseum Egmond

person: €11,50

Adults: €2,50

Cruisen + museum and sculpture garden per person: €9,00

Children under 13: Admission free, under supervision
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www.visitalkmaar.com

